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— Then ſaid Jeſus anto him, Go and do Thon 


-\HESE Wards are the Application of à remarkable | ti 
Story our Bleſſed pn >" in 2 to an im. 4 
2 portant Queſtion put to him by a Jewiſh Lawyer, | wn 
ver. 25. Abt ry be ſlaala do to inberit Eternal Life . 
The Queſtion it (elf ſeem'd to be fair and reaſonable enough, 
and ſuch as any one that was Anxioufly concern'd for his Sal 
vation, would be moſt forward and ready to make: And he, in 
it may be the more ſo, becauſe he was ſufficiently prepared, 
as he thought to give our Saviour a ſatisſactory Account of |. 
bhimſelf, from his conſtant Obſervance of the two great Branch= |_ 
es of the Law, touching the Love of Gold and of our Neigb- 
bour; and ſo far indeed our Saviour commends and approves | { 
ol him, Upon which Account he being moſt willing zo u- 
 fifiebimſelf, ver. 29. and fuppoſing he bad nothing more to | 
doc to make him worthy of Eternal Life, puts this farther | 
Queſtion in the ſame Verſe, And who «my Neighbour? | © 
For he look'd' upon none as ſuch, but what belong'd to his | tt 
on Nation and Religion only, and therefore thought that | fer 
be had punctually perform'd bis Duty, and might thereupon | 
de very juſtly be enticl'd to the Rewards of it, finte he had 174 
been careful in acting up to the Nature and Meaſures of that 
Love which the Interpretation of his own Law both incul- | 
cated and enjoyn'd : Bur our Bleſſed Lord, the All-wiſe 
Diſcerner of the Heart, knowing wherein bis Miſtake and | 
great Defect lay, does not preſently go about to confute it | Hance 
ö * direct and poſitive deciſion of the Cafe, but puts the So- 1 
lution of it under a plain and parallel Repreſentation, the bet- 
ter to work upon his Underſtanding, and ſatisſie his Conſci- 
ence in the extent of his Duty, and, which was the ultimate 
end of both, to win over his Practice in the performance ofit. 
In order to which good end, dur Saviour propounds a moſt 
compaſſionate Inſtatce of an unſortunate e _ 


we (3). 

15 that s * by 4 Kindneſs and Care of . gane . 
| ritan, which by chance was travelling by the way where be 
lay, after he had been left; neglected and unpity d by two 
| of his Fellow Country · men which ſaw bim, and paſs by on 
| the other ſide, ver. 32.-—And.rhen, from a particular Illuſtra- 
tion of this ſignal Example of Metey and Commiſeration, he 
appears to the Heart and Conſcience of him that was ſo ready I 
e make the Enquiry, to determine which of the three was 
+ | © 'Neigbhonr to bimthat fell among the Thieves? ver. 36. And 
2-1-5 ; Tenn: a Convictive Evidence of the Equity of the Caſe, he 
' | | was forcd to give the Preference to the laſt, and to confeſs 
in the following Verſe, that it was He that (hewed Merey on 
bim. From hich moſt reaſonable Deduction, we have this 
f | . conclufive Application made by our Bleſſed Lord in the 
Words of the Text,—Then ſaid Feſt unto bim, Go and do 
a” 5 Thow Ithewiſe.; i. e. If thou wilt be perfect in thy Duty, and 
85 deſerve the Reward of entring into Life, ſee that thou take 
= . | careto act the like good Parr thy ſelf, by letting thy Charity 
o | and Love to thy Neighbour become as Generous and Uni- 
„ verlal: Go and do Thou likewiſe, _ : 
2 | - Ifhall not think my ſelf oblig d, either Gow the Deſign of 
* theſe Words, or the Occaſion of our preſent Solemnity, o en- 
ter upon a large and critical deſcription of the ſeveraldiſtincti- 
| ons that were obſerv'd between the eus and Samaritans. 
7 2 the Meaſurs of their Religious Worſhip or the Man- 
ner of their civil Converſe: It may ſuffice to obſer ve in gene- 
+ 1 that they were widely differing from each other in botj; 
c. | and that upon that very Account, there always was a mutual - 

| Enmity and Animaſiry between them, and irreconcileable di- 
it ſtance both in Opinions and Aſtections prevail d among them. 
Which may ſerve by the way to give us a clearer and more 

t- eminent Illuſtration of the Parable that gave riſe to the Text, 
. and to ſhew us how! peculiarly Great and aN it was 
1 in i ats Nature and ry runes ee N | 
What therefore we —— to fewark ſtom it, 
|is, That we muſt not .confine our Neighbourhosd and 
 Friendfhip, "our Gratitude and Kindneſs, our Pity and Love, 
bat ;_ w 'natcow' Limits of our _ nor to thoſe of our 
hn? 8 A2 own 


own Parties and veg; e erh Kindred and Ac 
quainrance, no, nor yet to thoſe of our own Nation or Coun- 
try only, but to all in general that bear the ſame Species 
with our ſelves ; It muſt reach the common Notion of all 
Mankind; our Inclinations mult be as large as our Capaci- 
ties, and our very Endeavours of doing good be equal to the | 
| ſeveral Occaſions and Abilities we have of doing it. . 
And therefore, from this unqueſtionable Obligation dran 
from theſe Words of Going and doing likewiſe, we have the 1 ae 


. 
ow 
| 


vital Spring and Principle of Religion deſcrib'd to us in lit= | * 

| tle; have a plain and comprehenſive Rule given us by which . 
 ” _ we may ſee wherein the very Genius and Eſſentials of it do 1 
cConſiſt. For have we ſuch a happy Diſpoſition of doing | 3 
Good implanted in our very Natures, by the great God and | 2 
Author of our Beings, and ſhall! we not then act leaſt like | _ 

our ſelves and the Deſigus of our Creator, if we neglect to fi 

_ exert and improve it? Can we be touch'd with a commiſe- | 3 
fra—ating Senſe of one another's Infirmities, and do we all l. VY 
bour under the preſſing Neceſſities of a frail Nature, and yer 0 8 Te 

_ ſhall not we do what in us lies to rectifie theſe Diſorders, and | 0 


Jo endeavour, as far as our Power will reach, to make a- 
mends for theſe many ſenſible Imperfections, by mutually | 
contributing ſuch neceſſary Supplies to the Defective Parts, tl 
tthat all at laſt may conſpire in the Good and Benefit of the p 
Whole? Efpecially conſidering that the Happineſs of that ar 
Life we are all ſeeking after, depends very much upon the | oo 

| 


conſulting and promoting of one anothers Happineſs in this. 
Too the intent then that fo good and commendable a Wark! | 
may have its proper and moſt ſucceſsful Influence upon us, tl 
and that the Doctrine and Example of the Text may be the m 
better tranſcrib'd in our Life and Practice, I ſhall make it m V 


HhHuſmeſs at this time, and upon this fo very ſeaſonable and | | p. 
inviting an Occaſion, to endeavour to do theſe Four thing. N 
ä ſhew, That Acts of Pay and Munificence are | ef 

the moſt ſignal Teſtimonies we give of the Soundneſs | th 
and Sincerity of our Religion. . 


U. To ſhew, That theſe are the beſt Proviſion we can male | fi 
againſt the Calamities and Grievances ofthe preſent Life. 
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III. I ſhall look to ſome of thoſe Privileges and Encon- 
ragements that are annex'd to the Ko and conſcien- 

_ __ t10us Performance of them. And then in the 
IV. And laſt place, That theſe things put together, lay 


upon us the ſtrongeſt obligations to excite us to the pra- 


Ctice, and to engage us the more ſtrictly to follow this 
Advice 70 20 and do likewiſe. l e 


Firſt of all then, I am to ſhew, That Accs of Pity and 5 


Miunificence, Ge. 


By Acts of Pity and Minifucence I mean all thoſe Offices 
and Obligations which by the indiſpenſible Tye of Reaſon 


and Religion we owe to one another; ſuch as tend to the better- 
ing and perſecting Human Natnres, and which we are to car- 
ry a ſpecial regard to, as we are Men, and as we are Chriſti- 
| ans, — Now theſe are as various as our Opportunities and A- 


bilities in the World are, and which every Man by moving 
- *Fatthfully in his own proper Sphere, may beſt be able to di- 


rect him in. For Inſtance : Some Men, by the happy Pri- 


vilege of a Superiour Underſtanding, may reaſonably be al- 
lowed to excel others in the moſt uſeful Accompliſhments of 


Wiſdom and Knowledge; and *cis their proper Buſineſs to 


aadviſe and direct, to counſel: and inſtruct thoſe who want 
theſe Attainments, and are of leſs extenſive Capacities than 
_ themſelves ; to remove the Scales from their Eyes, and dil- 
pel the Clouds from their benighted Underſtandings, and fo 
in a Moral Senſe, to become Eyes to the Blind, and Lights to 
.theWorld. Others may ſtand diftinguiſh'd from the reſt of 
Mankind by the peculiar Eminency fibar Power and Aut bo- 
rity they are inveſted with, and the Grandeur of that Station 
they are placed in; Theſe have the Noble Advantages of pro- 
 _ motingJuſtice and Itegrity, of countenancing and encouraging 
Vertue and Sobriety, and, by their Preſcription and Exam- 
ple, to ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh the common Welfare and 
Happineſs; the Luſtre of their Good Works may be fo influ- 
ential, as to draw many over dailyſunto Righteouſneſs, and 
they may even tranſcribe themſelves in the Lives and Actions 


ol their Beholders, and by fo doing, ſhine as ſo many Stars in 
the Firmament for ever. Others again, tho in a Station 
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müch inferior to theſe, have yet ſuch Talent given them as 
mamay be well and commendably — they may be very | 
| ſerviceable to the Pubhck Good, by a Loyal. and Dutiful 41 
_ obedience to their Superiours and Governors; by a peaceable 
1 Behaviour, and dn active Diligence in that ſtate of Life Pro- 
vidence has plac'd them in; and by keeping up a Friendly 
Correſpondence, and reciprocal agreement among each other, 
' may make the Body politick, of which they are Members, 
AuAntiee in Harmony and Love. So that no Man of what Cal- 
ling or Employment, in what State and Condition ſoever, 
pt can be exempted or excuſed. from following the Example of 
| the Good Samaritan before us, of labouring at the like indu- 
| ſtrious Teal for the good of Mankind, and of giving the 
Wolde proof that it has been the better for his coming into 
it. Thoſe that abound with the plenties; and more tan 
| W Conveniances of human Life; thoſe whom God has | 
bleſſed with the encreaſe of good things in it; theſe have te 
ſtronger Obligations lying upon them to reach out their a- 
fiſting Hand to the Miſerable and Afflicted, and to relieve the . | 
| Necetinies of the Indigent, from their own larger and more vi 
- copious Stock ; theſe have the happy Opportunity of ga. | 
thering in a plentitul Harveſt for Heaven, and in the molt | 
ſignificant manner of laying up Treaſure there. And on the | 
bother Hand, they that are the Compaſſionate Objects of the | 
Rich Man's Bounty, and whoſe Heart he has cauſed to ſing for 
Joy (as Fob elegantly expreſſes it) have it in their power to 
offer up the grateful return of their Prayers and Supplications, 0] 
of their good Wiſhes, and Good Wills, of their hearty In" ' 
[- Fl  clinations and ſincere Endeavours for binn; zand tis more wa | 
pPtobable, this may be the beſt means, the moſt | perſwaſive . | 
t Rhocorics to prevail with Heaven for a Bleſſing upon their ; 
liberal Bene factor, and to cauſe chat bat ſor ver be doth, it 
muay proſper, Thus both High and Lom, Rich and Poor, 1 
one with another have very ſtrong and indiſpenſible Obliui 
gations lying upon them to the mutual Offices of Pity and 
Munificence, and ſuch as the Common Laws of Nature and 
= Humanity d do moſt enfibly lead and incline them te to. 
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ls Warld 
be undoubtedly is the ſureſt and ſafeſt Precedent 7 Angel 
low, and hath left us the beſt Directions how we ſhould tread 
in bi ſteps; not indeed after the ſame equal Meaſures of gogd- 
|| neſs, (For who among as can be ſufficient for theſe things 5 bu 


make it our great Delight, as tis always the beſt Em- 
„ Kos bt 5 WAN 
norant, to be compaſlionate and aſſiſting to the Poor, ra 
comfort the Diſconſolate, and heal up the broken-heanted, 
and ſo to act the good Samarit an, by pouring opl into the wound: 


Ad if we are taught this very uſetul Leſſon from the bare 
light of Nature,ſurely then we are much more ſo from a higb- 
er Diſpenſation than that of Nature, viz, from ch Laws 


and Inſunctions of Chrilt himſelf. ' He who made it his con 


tant Buſineſs to go about doing good, and by his own mal} | 
refulgent Example has ſet us the brighteſt Pattern of thepro- 
el Warld 


ſoundeſi Pity and Love to a miſerable and a help 


* 


1 *. 


by 2 hearty and Conſciencious Endeavour after a Likeneſs 


and Imitation of him. As twas his molt delightſom Emplay- 

ment upon Earth te heal rhe Sick, to cure the Diſte a] "A 
| give Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the Lame, As he 
the Deaf to bear, and the Dead te | 
| thoſe that were Dumb, to give Glory to God; In a word, as 

| he hraught Men out of Darkneſs into Light, and from the pow- 

er ef Satan unta God, ſo bath he ſhew'd us by theſe moſt con- 
vincing Evidences wherein the very Nature of that Reli 
be came toeſtabliſh among Men did principally lie; He hat] 
|| ſhewed thee, O Man! what is good, and by teaching thee 
do do Juſtice and te love Mercy, bath given thee a ſufficient 
Demonſtration that the Divine Inſtitution he taught conſiſts 
not in Speculation, but in Practice. And therefore, = the 


mage 


40 riſe, and gave Tongues to 


= 


. | moſt practical Profeſſor is the moſt Chriſtian one, we ſee, while 
Ve are Labourers in the Vineyard, and Stewards for Life, 
What our great Aim and End, and Buſineſs mult be; we ſee | 


that the beſt Proof we can give of our Obedience to our 


Great Lord and Maſter (to whom we are al accountable.) 


is, as we have him for an Example, ta go and do likewiſe : 


# - 
. N 


our Lives, to viſit the Sick, to inform the Ig - 


eld part, and diſtributing to every one according die la i 
ceſſary accafions zaud by ſo doing to become the no! 


ments. 


* 


ments of reftoring and re-eſtabliſhing the Peace and Safety, 
the Comfort and Satisfaction, the Health and Happineſs of 
dur Fellow-Brethren q and Fellow-Chriftians, of thoſe that 
pear the fame Image, and are entul'd'to the ſame Privileges 1 
with our ſelves; of thoſe, in a word, that are Fleſh of our 
)) 
Jou ſee chen, Brethren, what your High Calling in Chriſt : 

ogy all along ſuppaſe and imply; you ſee, that if, with 2 
i 7 veg Lawyer, you would be fatisfyed in the concern k 

ing Affair about what you muſt do to inherit Eternal Life, 
| You muſt imitare the Active Diligence of the Compaſſionate | 

Samaritan, and without any Hcftatioh or Excuſe reſolve to 
go and do likewiſe. — You. muſt remember that the proper 
Work and Bufineſs of a Chriſtian 'copfiſts not in an idle 

and unadtive Faith, in ſome empty Obſervances of the 

External Garb and Form of Religion, but in ſuch a Conſcien- 

tious Carefulneſs of maintaing good Works, as may ſuffici- 

_ ently demonſtrate the Life and Power of jt, and entitle us to 

the Commendable Character of good and profitable Servants. 

IR Fain may we boaſt of a Pharifaick Righreouſneſs, and = 
make loud Pretenſions to a pure and undefiled Religion, if | 
1 our Religion does not lead us to viſit the Fatherleſs and Win:! 
| dow, and our Righreouſneſs exceed not that either of the | 

| Sctibe or Phariſee. The Love of God and of our Neighbour, 
| the good Chriſtian and the Charitable Man, do murually ſup- 
.\ poleandinfer one apother; and tis altogether as poſſible ſor us 
oo dope to go to Heayen'without Chriſtianity, as to be good 
1 5 Chriſtians without Charity. — And ler this (uffice for proof 
of dz biet Particular, which was ro ſhey, That Acts of Pity 
and Munificence are the moſt ſignal Teſtimonies we can 
give af the Soundneſs and Sincerity of our Religion. 1 


come now to the ſecond main Thing 1 propos d to inſiſt upon, 
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II. Second, That ſuch Expreſſions of Hoſſ pirality and 
| 595 as they are the principle Ingredient of our Religion, 
5 ft re ane! the beſt Proviſion we can make againſt the Cala- 
gies and Grievances of the preſent Life, And indeed, if we 
W 4s 46 to . 


. : 1 . N # * 
| | a | 
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turn our Eyes round upon the many ſenſible Indigencies of 7 
ok Human Nature, if we take a ſurvey of the numerous evils and 
har JInflitions which make up a conſiderable part of this miſera. 
ges ble and Mortal State, we ſhall find Reaſon more than enough 
our {| to quicken our Diligence, and excite dur Care, and engage 
us to go and do what in us lies to, Alleviate the Burthen of 
Life, and to prevent the Univerſa? Malady, and ſo to ſtop 
the” Current of thoſe many and great Incon veniences which 
flow from the unhappy Circumſtances of a diſorderd and imm 
perfect State. And this we can't but do, if we conſider that 4 
dis the great Deſign of Providence to make very unequal Di- | 
3 frributions' of Affairs to the Sons of Men in this Life, for 
many Wiſe and Good Ends; and this may very juſtly be re- 
puted one amongſt the reſt,” viz. That they might expreſs 
| their Dependance upon God, and learn thereby to be mutu- 
= |} . al Helps and Comforts to one another. For why elſe does 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God many times ſee fit to place 
1 ſome in a low and Afflicted Condition, leaving them'toſtrug- 
gle with all the Hardſhips of Want and Penury, and that 
nd they ſhould not be able to extricate themſelves out of theſe 
if | Prreſſures by all the Art and Induſtry they can uſe? Why do 
„i: others lie languiſhing upon their Sick Beds, and are tortured 
he | with the Paine and Agonies that flow from a periſhing and 
1 enſeebbd Body? Others depriv'd of the uſe of the Limbs or 
p- of their Senſes, and have wholly loſt all the Comforts: and 
us | Enjoyments of their Lives? Or, laſtly, Why do others la- 
3 bour under the Sorrows and Heavineſs of a troubled and de- 
of + jeRted Spirit, inſomuch that their Souls many times refuſe 
ty Comfort; and fome again ſmart under the perpetual Anguiſh 
ann and Horror both of Body and Mind? To what purpoſe is 
3 khis great varity of Senſible Evils ſent among Mankind, (the 
n, genuine Emanations ot Original Guilt) and why are they fo 
as ver) rife and prolifick in the World, bur chiefly for this intent, 
bd hat thoſe who'are happily freed from Theſe Infl tions, and 
14 yet are themſelves 'equally obnoxious to them, ſhould be 
n,  *"touch'd with a deep and commiſerating Senſe of their Candi- 
a 4ion who labour under them, and by a moſt agreeable Sym- 
ve pathy, learn nat anly to repoy ce with them that do OO, 
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but fo weep ads with them th that” 
Wealthy beready 
por. N the Healthy and the Strong thoſe of the Diſtem- - 


— 


to ſupply the Neceſfties of the Poor and che 


and [nfirm ; and laſtly, that the Men who are Sound in 


Judgment and perfect in Mind apply the Sovereign Balſom to 
Brother, — do all they can to give 


their Weak and Sorrowti pl 
Eaſe and Refreſhment'to his troubled and unquiet Conſcience ? 
Each one of which muſt periſh unpitied — unaſſiſted, were 


it not for the ſeaſonable Preventinn of thoſe wham the Wil 
dom of Providence has ES and enabled bath to con. 


fort and relieve.. 


And here I cannot but with: l Shame aud Grief & = 
fas how much this moſt Uſeful and Publick Spirit (the 
very diſtinguiſhing Mark and Characteriſtick of our Profe(- 
ſion) is wanting among us, and how common a thing it is to 
ſee, inſtead thereof, a Principle of a Selfiſh and Narrow Tem- 
per, bear ſuch an Univerſal Sway among thoſe who lay claim 
to the ſame Common Faith, and- are entitl'd to the ſame 
Common Salvation with each other, Tis true indeed, ſome 
| Generous and Obliging Spirits there have been found, who 
God be thanked, þ 2 been a conſiderable Confutation . 
tis Objection: The Munificent Benefactions which this 
___ Great — Loyal City does abound with, the Houſes of Ho- 
ſpitality (thoſe publick Receptacles for the Miſerable and 
Infirm) the Friendly Correſpondence, and more particular- 
ly your own Appearing here at this time, upon the moſt 
commendable Occaſions of Charity and Brotherly Love, have 
it muſt be confeſs'd, in ſome good Meaſure put a ſtop to this 
Complaint; bur yet the Complaint it ſelf is juſt and reaſona- 
ble ſtill: For, alas! how few are the Number of thoſe 
who have been bleſe d with this Free and Bounteous Diſpoſiti- 
on, in compariſan to thoſe whoſe Proſpect reaches no * 
than themſelves, and all whoſe Projects and Contrivances, 
whoſe Aims 2 Ends, whoſe . — zand Actions, are 
center d and eircumſcrib'd within the particular Limits of their 
own Self-Intereſt! What Regard can ſuch. Men have for 
the Publick Good of Mankind, the ſordid. Meanneſs of whoſe 


Tempers will not ſuffer thera to ſtir a foot, or lend the leaſt 


aſiiting oy 


weep: that the Rich andite , 


ther 
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 afiſing band toward the Support and Preſervation of the 
Bod p-pobrick whenever any urgent or neceſſitous Occaſions. 


call — ir, but eſpecially then when it ſeems to touch upon 
their own particular Welfare or private Concern? What 


Proviſion can ſuch as theſt ever be ſuppoſed to have the heart 


to make for the Poor? What Comforts to the Helpleſs ? Ot 


what Reparation for many ſenſible Loſſes and unavoidable 
Miſeries that fall upon the afflicted part of Mankind, who 


get as far off es they can from theſe Calamitous Inſtances, 
who ſtop their Ears at the Cry of the Needy. and are Deaf 
and the Blind at the moſt moving and awak*ning Objects of 
Mercy and Pity? In ſhort, if we dare trace the Cauſe up to 


the Fountain- TT I fear *twill in a great meaſure be found 
_ owing to the Cruelty and Extortion, to the Injuſtice and Ill- 
nature of ſuch Worldly-minded Men, that fo little Faith and 
leſs Charity is to be found upon Earth, and that there are 
ſuch a Number of Complainers in our Streets, Were all tbe 
Members of Civil Society of this Low and Selfiſh, of this 
Narrow and Degenerate Diſpoſition, what, I pray, muſt be- 
come of Society it ſelf in a ſmall. compaſs of Time? Where 
' would be the Strength or Security of whole Nations and com- 
munities, and what Principles of Honour or Honeſty would 
be leſt among Men? All Mutual Commerce and reciprocal 
Obligations, which are the very Bonds and Cements of So- 
ciety, wuld preſently ceaſe; and what an inundation of Mi- 
ſery and Confuſion would quickly follow upon it, *rwere 
ealie ſor any one with a very little application of thought a 
5 be able to foreſe. 4 i 5 
And therefore, e tis chiefly owing to the Abilities ed 
lanclinations, to the Capacities and Endeavours of ſome Pub- 
lick: ſpirited Men, that ſo great a Miſchief is prevented, thig, 


plainly enough ſhews What others, equally capable of doing 
the ſame great and Good Offices ſhould do; and that they, 


5 ſeeing their good Works, might be ſtirred up to a happy 
| Emulation of the like Example, and by going and doing 


| likewiſe, learn both to expreſs their good will towards Mea. 


and tg gloriße their Father Which 1 15 in Heaven. 


"Had 
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Had the Good Samaritan (the lively Pattern of our Imi- 
N tation) paſt'd by the 'mangl'd Body of the half-expiring 
Je with the ſame Coldneſs and indifferency as the Prieſt 
b and the Levite before him did, had he left him naked and 
helpleſs, and weltring in his own Blood, in which deplora- 
ble Condition he at firſt found him, the diſconſolate Wretch 
mult in all probability have actually periſh'd for want of a 
ſpeedy Succour and Relief, and there would have been no 
| hopes of Life left, becauſe there were no charitable Hand 
| to help and raiſe him up again: But the Generous Suecourer, 
ke a true Neighbour ond a hearty Friend, tho a perfect 
Btranger to him himſelf, is not content to paſs him by with a 
bare piteous Look, or ſorrowful Sigh, or commiſerating 
1 Wiſh, (the eaſie expreſſions of a uſeleſꝭ Mourning) but pro- 
| ceeds to an actual and an immediate Application; chuſes ra- 
tiber to go Without himſelf, than let the miſerable Object lack 
that ſhare of Oyl which was neceſſary to ſupple his Wounds | 
and aſſwage his Pain, and might be inſtrumental in reſtoring 
dim to himſelf again: And fo far was he from conſulting his 
oon private Good, that he freely quits his own Beaſt ro fer | 
the other on, in order to ſee him conducted the ſooner and 
; 
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the ſafer to the hoſpitable Inn; and that nothing might be 

wanving to his Recovery and Cure, reſolves to defray the 

| Charpesof it out of his own private Purſe, engages for the 
Payment of the Surpluſage, and would rather in ſome fort 

ſuffer himſelf than ſee the other periſh for want of it. Amoſt 
 fignal Inſtance this of a free and undiſſembl'd Charity, and | 
ſuch as may ſerve to ubraid the Sloth and Negligence, the |} 

' Cloſenefi and Selfiſhneſs of thoſewho are equally capacitated; 1 

were they but equally inclin'd to the like Generous Proceed. 
ings while it does at the ſame time encourage thoſe who are 

both fo, to be as tender of, and aſſiſting to the like pitiable 

"A Objects, by binding up their Sores, and powring Oyl into 
their Wounds, and by ſo doing to remove the Cauſes of 

their Grie vances, and turn the very occaſion of their Suffer- 

ings into matter of Rejoycing. Which that we may be the 

ye an] che. more earneſtly perſwaded to do, I proceed now | 

5 IE + nn 


— 


III. Third place; to preſs the Application of the Inſlance, 
dy ſhewing ſome of thoſe Privileges and Eacouragements | 
tat are annexd to the careful and conſcientious Performants © | 

of ſuch a truly-valuable and indiſpenſible a part of Chriſti | 

Duty. And here, if we conſult either Scripture or Reaſon, 

the Laws of God or ef Conſcience, we ſhall find that the ve- 
ry Act of doing good is, as of all other Duties the tnoſt | 
Preferable, fo is it of all others the moſt Rewardable. | 
; 


Miſtake me not, I be ſeech you, as if I were going about to 

eſtabliſh a vain opinion of any inherent worth or merit of our 

oon, or that by all the Good Works we can do, we ſhould, 
/  _ pon that very Score, pretend to ſtand upon our own Bot- 
J a an indiſputable Right of Reward as a juſt 
Dtiebt duc to us from our Almighty Task. Maſter: Alaſs]! we 
base too much of Earth about us, too many diſcouraging 
Corruptions and Imperfections that cleave to us, which pre- 

; Vent for ever our laying claim to any ſuch Privilege, — 

wen we have done our utmoſt, we muſt ſtill be forc'd to 
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3M confeſs our ſelves meer Debtors to Heaven, and that we are at 
}  -our very beſt but unprofitable Servants. So tbat tho this be 
true in Fact, yet the Encouragements we have to be-moſt 
.- hearty and zealous in the moſt acceptable Offices of Beneſi- 
cCcence and Love, are ſuch as flow purely from the Free-will 
dl God, by which he is gracioufly pleaſed to overlook our | 
other Imperfections, and by a peculiar Act of condeſcending =» 
Mercy to accept of the Sincerity of our Endeavours in lieu of 
SWF. — and ſo imputes that good we do to others, 
py an Intei pretation of the ſame, kind Intention as if it were 
actually done to himſelf. For the confirmation of which we are 
añfſſured by the ſame Divine Authority, that the merciful Man 
* ſhall obtain Mercy, that Charity ſhall cover a multitude 
of Sins, that he that ſheweth pity to the Poor lendeth to the 
Lord, and that the Good Man (which is there put for the 
Bounteous Giver) ſhall obtain favour of the Lord. Prov. 
12. 2. Expreſſions that ſhew us the Exellency of the 
Work from the very Nature of the Reward.— And this 
will appear moſt convincingly evident, if we conſider, 17. 
Tubat the Practice of ſuch a good Work will adminiſter» the 
greateſt Comfort and Satisfaction to a Man's Mind 1 5 
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Feinden to his Mind in this Life: For what Entertainments 
can be more ſuitable to the Nature, or better fill the Capa- 
cities of the Soul of Man, than thoſe which flow from a plea- 
ſing Senſe of, and a joyful Reflection upon his own good 


* 
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14.) 
" Life 4. Ther woil beto bade erde of his e. 
Joycio in the next... 
"Firſt then, 'rwill adminiſter the 


greateſt Cormfor 420 82 


Actions? The Delights of Senſe, as they are ſhort and fleet- 


ing, empty and-unſatisfying, ſo do they ( as moſt of the 
things of this Liſe do) often end in . and Loathing. 


For when did you ever know the Looſe and Voluptious ſa- 


tisfied or content with bis moſt extravagant Scenes of Senſu- 


al Gratifications? Or the Proud and Inſolent with the largeſt | 


Agqueſts of Power and Greatneſs ? Or, laſtly, the Covetous 
Worldling, that has ſet up Mammon for his God, and plac d 


bis very Religion in the Worſhipping of it, ever ſertled in ; 


the determination of his Wiſhes, or that could fix any Bounds 


0 his inſatiable Thirſt after Wealth and Riches ? Each of Bm 
theſe, as they periſh in the uſing, ſo are they deceitful in te 
enjoying; chey fill the Imagination with Shadows rather 
than Subſtances, and inſtead of repleniſhing the Mind 


with a ſolid Satisfaction, by Aa moſt perverted Uſe, of 


_ to ſpeak in 299 by a moſt notorious abuſe of them, often 
_- in heavineſ: of Heart: Whereas he that has made his 


 "Mammon of 85 — ſubſervient to his 
2 * Everlaſt » Heb 


' «Support: of a ſinking 
| bas ſpoken tothe tronbled Gon 


itations, and by a moſt pr 


hat laid in a moſt laſting 


per 
this w ind * that thou canſt delire 3 in it; are not to be 


Reception into 
85 proper Applica- 
tion, 70 the Good things of thu Life into the more Advan* 

| Fageous Intereſt of the other, He is the prudent Manager that 
Stock of Comfort and'Sattsfuftion = 
in his on Breaſt, and lodg d there ſuch an inexauftible Fund © 
ol Pleaſure, as is above the reach of Time or Chance to be 
able to rob him of. The grateful Reflection upon the Bow- 
el be has Refreſbd, The Cauſe of the Fat berleſi and Widow 
which be bar ſeare bid aut and dune Right to, the ſeaſonable 
Friend, and the cbearing Peace t bar be 
Conſcience, will adminiſter ſuch a 
rpetual Feaſt to his own, as the moſt promifing Gaieties of 
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conipar'd with it. So undoubredly true is that Obſervation of 
Solomon, Prov. 11. 17. where he tells us, that the merciful 


man doth good to bi 0w9n Soul; The very Refreſhments he 


yields to the Needy and Afflicted ſtrike a ſecret Joy into his 


own Heart; He is charmd with the perpetual Euge's and 


+ Approbations of his Self-applauding Mind and enters upon a 
ſmall part of that Happineſs in this Life, as an Earneſt of that 


infinitely greater one which will be made good to, and com- 
pleated in him inthe next. And this was the _ 1 


2. Second comfortable Privilege which is to follow upon 
ſuch Acts of Hoſpitality and Munificence, viz. That they 
will give us our Reward at the end of our Work, and be to us 

tthe greateſt Cauſe of Rejoycing when we ſhall be ready to 
enter into our Maſter's Joy. Then ſhall our Work of Faith 
be finiſh'd in the full Aſſurance of an uninterrupted Bliſs, and 

| _ out Labour of Love be Tranſlated into the Raviſhing En- 
tertainments of ſuch an Interchangeable Love, as ſhall be 

without Labour and without end. Then thoſe Monuments 


of our Charity which we were ſo careful to erect in memory of 


our deareſt Lord in this Life, ſhall prove the very Crown 
and Perfection of our Obedience in the other, and remain as 
the Everlaſting Memorials of our Diſcipleſhip to him; and 
when all other Graces ſhall ceaſe, theſe ſhall be for ever freſh _ 
and Lively to us, arid abide with us to endleſs and Eternal 
Ages. And then will that Figurative Repreſentation of the 
Exemplary Samaritan be abundantly made good to us in the 
35th Verſe of this Chapter, Mbatſoe ver thou ſpendeſt, 
wen I come again I will repay thee ; i. e. I, thy juſt Malter 
and merciful Rewarder, will faitfully recount to thee all the 
| * Actions at the Reſurrection of the Juſt; Thou ſhalt 
then receive the deſerved Recompence of thy Deeds, and be- 
cauſe thou beſt been faithful in a few things. I will make thee 
| Ruler over many things Euter thou into thy Maſter's Foy. 
Ibele are Conſiderations which, frequently and ſeriouſly 
applied to our thoughts, cannot but raiſe in us the moſt ſenſi- 
derneſi and Pity, and mak theſe Brea 


ble Inclinations of Ten 


out into the moſt delightiom Expreſſions of Mercy and Love. 
rr 
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„ 5 2 Selfich and Niggardly Spirit, to file off the Ruſt of a Cloſe and Cove- 


— 


curry abovt you; Your on Reaſdch When 400 and cal 


8 - M ſpectro ſet about the Work. nor Ithink vou have in a good meaſure BY 'q 
= already prevented me in nde eee Nature, figce it plainly, 7! 


8 ing no huft to #oy; and readring to every one their proper Dues, but let - 


5 mit! do the rade and Rewards of Religion, and add to it this cortfor- 


w. Fomndrics laftplace ery — pen yo! Pradice, by 
you to a happy Emulation of the goa Samaritan,in an obleryance 
of the like Good and Com mendable Actions, aodto engage you with Rim | 
g. and do likewiſe. "An , confidering what has been Already BY; 
bs BAY Norſare be ove-tedion a the Application {You have ſeen wheres = IN | 

in your greft Work 46 Boſtnefs. does. confift, and hat Gracidus: and Hr | 
Glorious : Promiſevare anden d co the performance of it; and perform ie 
ſure yo muſt, if you will but conſult tlie private Dictaces of your On 
Conſciences, and turn your Eyes iawards.u pon that ve r you mn ' 
7 y hearkenedto; 
Will be read to rike in with the Admenition, and to engage you wien 


appears chat your Endeayours have been.@tſwerable to our Inclinations, 

ud your Care and Diligence bas een wanting iu the Proſecution of 
= Good and Neceſſary and Undertaking: \Nay, 1 dare vencute to add, It 
Vas from ſueh a Proſpect as this that you were at firſt 'indac'd to enter 
into a Combination with your ſelves, and fd your Reſoluciont of Res 
vivitg the goed and laudable Cuſtom of promoting Peace and Brotherly hs 
Love, of eſtabliſhing aa free and more generous Commerce and'\Conver= 
ſation among,your ſelves, and by the united Force of one entire Body t 
be enable ee do that Good which could ſarcely be effected while ou 
1 in the Capacity of private and partigular Men. "Tis the great, 
Deſigu of ſueh inſtances as you here giye us, ta root out the ſordid Seeds of 


tous Diſpoſition; aud by the contrary Acts of Friendſhip and Hoſpitality, 
to make your Le flow in a large and univerfl Chahel. Tour Example, 
. 4s Fellow-Ciritens and Fellow-Countrymen plainly neus us by what ways 
. and ineaas che Publick Good may beſt be conſulted and carry d on; Your 
pious care in training up Tonth ſrom the firſt Principles ot a ber Educas - 
_ * tion, rowards che fitting them out for uſeful profitable Employments, will : "0 TY 
be the moſt ſucceſsful Methods you can take in order ro the making oh 
m good Subjects and good Chriſtians, - honeſt aud induſtrious 1 F: 
and in time alſo they may become good Pagents and careful Maſters E 

therhſelves, 'and-ſo look upon you as the happy Inſtuments not only = +] 
the Preſervation of their Bodies, but in ſomg t Alle pf the COON. * ? 
12 Souls: And this moſt truly e gndable” Practice muſt LY Ns | 
"Feaſting at this time, in the propereſt Senſe: a Raf of Lo . 
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table Kdrancage, --<Thar others ſeeing your good "Works may be provoked . 
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